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PREFACE

e <

In order to rekindle love and interest in practising and performing our
church hymnal, I started considering a series of music arrangements
suitable for church choirs and various ensembles. Over thirty years ago, |
came across some classical orchestral music arrangements written with
young musicians in mind. Some well-known classical tunes were arranged
in a unique and lively manner. This provided a blueprint for this series
of hymn arrangements.

The first five books of the Music Kit Series are based around the theme
Rock of Ages. Our Lord Jesus Christ becomes our mighty fortress and a
shelter in the time of storm. His Almighty hand is with us always so that
our faith will not waver. Today, our life can be hidden in the depths of His
love because He is the Rock of Ages on whom we can rely.

Andrew Hsu
Edinburgh, UK

August 2019
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HOW TO USE
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There is no limitation in how the players are grouped and the parts
distributed - this can be done according to the nature of the occasion -
from the smallest combination (vocal soloist and instrumental soloist
with piano accompaniment), to a medium-sized group (church choir with
a single instrument and piano accompaniment), extending to combined
choirs with instrumentalists and piano accompaniment for four hands.
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Example 1: Vocal Duet > This can be used for female vocal duet, male
vocal duet, mixed vocal duet, two-part chamber singing, two-part
choir, two-part children’s choir etc.

ffil— : —EEIE > B BLF AR —EEIE - BEE T ERIE «REE T EIE - )
4 EENE - ST BN - SUEGDE EESE

Example 2: Mass Singing > Religions Education classes, fellowships
and choirs can choose and practise their parts [unison to 4 parts].
Afterward, they can join together in mass singing.
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Example 3: Instrumental > Enclosed in this book are strings scores
and parts. In actual fact, this can be adapted to any instrumental
combination, for example, flute and violin duet. Slightly adjusting the
parts (e.g. moving certain sections up or down an octave) will allow a
woodwind or brass quartet to play.

BI=: Sees e > AMMAEA LS EZR 0 e - EE t m] SR A A
HysEsssi e PIAREEVNES B < RFIE ARSI (FE) (B
HER IR B R/ UEHE) - RIAEZE S eI E 2= -



The music does not include any dynamic markings because different
combinations of performers will produce different timbres. The performers
themselves can adapt and decide on their own dynamics.
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Moreover, the lyrics themselves can be a good pointer in deciding the

dynamics. Pondering carefully on the lyrics can inspire a suitable dynamic
for each section/verse.
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You can go to (website) to download backing tracks for use in practices.
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Vocal Solo [A Mighty Fortress Is Our God]
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